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UK Regional Trade in Goods Statistics: 20211 

Key Points: 

• In 2021, the Midlands area exported £45.6bn worth of goods and imported nearly £60.5bn; this 

led to a trade in goods deficit of £14.9bn. 

• The export levels in the Midlands increased by £259m (+0.6%) when compared to 2020. The UK 

increased overall by 6.6% to £309.9bn over the same period.  

• The Midlands area accounted for 20.1% of England’s exports (11.3% West Midlands and 8.8% East 

Midlands) which was above London (15.6%) and the South East (17.8%).   

• In 2021, the largest SITC section for exports in the Midlands area was machinery and transport at 

£29.9bn – 65.5% of total. Compared to 2020, this SITC section increased by £87m (+0.3%). 

• The highest value of exports from the Midlands area was to the EU at £22bn which accounted for 

48.2% of the total in 2021. The value of exports to the EU has increased by £483m (+2.2%) from 

2020. This is considerably lower than the UK overall rate (+6.9%) and below the rate of all other 

exporter regions excluding North America. It is also the lowest EU export growth between 2020 

and 2021 of all English regions outside of London. 

In Detail: 

• In 2021, the Midlands area exported £45.6bn worth of goods and imported £60.5bn. This 

represents a trade in goods deficit of £14.9bn, an increase from the trade deficit in 2020 which 

was £10.1bn. 

• In 2021, the West Midlands exported £25.5bn and imported £34bn – a trade in goods deficit of 

£8.5bn. The East Midlands exported £20.1bn and imported £26.5bn – a trade in goods deficit of 

£6.4bn.  

The following chart shows the value of imports and exports by region in 2021: 

 

 

 
1 Source: HM Revenue & Customs, UK Regional Trade in Goods Statistics Quarter 4 2021 – Released April 2022. 
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Exports 

• In 2021 exports from the Midlands area were worth £45.6bn which has increased by £259m 

(+0.6%) since 2020. The increase can be attributed to £483m (+2.2%) more exports to EU locations 

as Non-EU exports decreased by £224m (-0.9%). The UK increased overall by 6.6% to £309.9bn 

over the same period.  

• The West Midlands region exports increased by £931m (+3.8%) when compared to 2020 to 

£25.5bn in 2021. While the East Midlands exports decreased by £672 (-3.2%) to £20.1bn in 2021.  

• As seen in the chart below, excluding the East Midlands and Northern Ireland, all other regions 

saw an increase in the annual export value. 

• The Midlands area accounted for 20.1% of England’s exports (11.3% West Midlands and 8.8% East 

Midlands) which was above London (15.6%) and the South East (17.8%).   

The following chart shows UK exports by region, years to Q4 2019, Q4 2020 and Q4 2021: 

 

• Quarterly exports analysis shows that when comparing Q4 2021 to Q3 2021, total exports from 

the Midlands increased by nearly £1.5bn (+13.4%, UK +13.3%). EU exports from the Midlands 

increased by £432m (+7.9%, UK +13.8%) and Non-EU exports from the Midlands increased by over 

£1bn (+18.8%, UK +12.9%). 

• However, quarterly exports analysis shows that when comparing Q4 2021 to Q4 2020, total 

exports from the Midlands decreased by £127m (-1.0%, UK +5.6%), the small decline was due to 

the East Midlands increasing by £449m (+8.5%) which was offset from the £576m (-7.9%) decline 

in the West Midlands. EU exports from the Midlands decreased by £204m (-3.4%, UK +6.1%). Non-

EU exports from the Midlands increased by £76m (+1.2%, UK +5.0%) as the East Midlands 

increased by £498 (+20.3%) but the West Midlands decreased by £422m (-10.5%).   

Imports  

• In 2021, imports to the Midlands area were worth £60.5bn which is an increase of £5.1bn (+9.2%) 

when compared to 2020. The East of England was the only location that decreased over the 

period, decreasing by £385m (-1.0%) but still imported a total value of nearly £40bn in 2021. UK-

wide total imports increased by 9.0% to £461.2bn over the same period. 

• The value of the West Midlands region imports increased by £4bn (+13.5%) when compared to 

2020 to £34bn in 2021. The East Midlands imports increased by £1.1bn (+4.2%) since 2020 to 

£26.5bn in 2021.  
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The following chart shows UK imports by region, years to Q4 2019, Q4 2020 and Q4 2021: 

 

• Quarterly imports analysis shows that when comparing Q4 2021 to Q3 2021, total imports to the 

Midlands increased by £921m (+6.1%, UK +12.2%). EU exports to the Midlands increased by 

£470m (+6.0%, UK +4.2%) and Non-EU imports to the Midlands increased by £450m (+6.2%, UK 

+19.5%); notably the East Midlands declined by £44m (-1.3%).   

• Quarterly imports analysis shows that when comparing Q4 2021 to Q4 2020, total imports to the 

Midlands increased by £148m (+0.9%, UK +5.4%), as the East Midlands declined by £9m (-0.1%). 

EU imports to the Midlands decreased by £1.2bn (-12.7%, UK -14.1%) and Non-EU imports to the 

West Midlands increased by nearly £1.4bn (+21.6%, UK +28.4%).   

Standard International Trade Classification (SITC) 

• The total value of exports in seven of the ten SITC sections increased for the Midlands when 

compared to 2020. The sections that declined were: beverages and tobacco, miscellaneous 

manufactures and other commodities nes.   

• The largest SITC section for exports in the Midlands area was machinery and transport at £29.9bn 

– 65.5% of total; of which £16.9bn (56.6%) went to non-EU locations. Compared to 2020, overall 

this SITC section increased by £87m (+0.3%) due to exports to the EU increasing by over £1.1bn 

but this was offset due to the decreases to Non-EU locations.  

• 10.4% (£4.7bn) of goods exported from the Midlands area came from manufactured goods, (of 

which 60.9% of the section total or £2.9bn went to the EU). This was followed by 9.0% (£4.1bn) 

for miscellaneous manufactures (of which 53.4% or £2.2bn went to EU locations).   

• The decrease in exports from East Midlands is driven by declines in trade related to manufactured 

goods, machinery and transport, and miscellaneous manufactures.  

• The total value of imports in five of the ten SITC sections decreased for the Midlands when 

compared to 2020. The SITC sections that decreased were; food and live animals, beverages and 

tobacco, animal and vegetable oils, miscellaneous manufactures and other commodities nes.   

• The largest SITC section that was imported across the Midlands area was machinery & transport 

at £26.3bn, which is 43.5% of total imports (of which £14.4bn of imports for this section was from 

the EU). This section overall has increased since 2020 by nearly £2.8bn (+11.7%). When split 

between EU and non-EU, there was an increase of £552m from the EU and an increase of £2.2bn 

from non-EU countries.  

• 18.4% (£11.2bn) of goods imported to the Midlands area were manufactured goods.   
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The following table shows a breakdown of exports and imports by SITC section and the percentage 

change between 2020 and 2021:  

 
 

Country Group 

• When compared to 2020, exports from the Midlands to the Middle East and North Africa (excl. 

EU), North America and Western Europe (excl. EU) have decreased.   

• The highest value of exports from the Midlands area was to the EU at £22bn which accounted for 

48.2% of the total. The value of exports to the EU has increased by £483m (+2.2%) from 2020. This 

is considerably lower than the UK overall rate (+6.9%) and below the rate of all other exporter 

regions excluding North America. It is also the lowest EU export growth between 2020 and 2021 

of all English regions outside of London. 

• EU exports increased between Q3 2021 and Q4 2021 from the Midlands (£5.5bn to £5.9bn), but 

when compared to Q4 2020 (£6.1bn) there has been a decline.  

• When compared to 2020, Midlands imports decreased from North America by 6.5%. 

• The highest value of imports to the Midlands area was from the EU at £32bn, which accounted for 

53.1% of the total.  This was an increase of £369m (+1.2%) when to 2020, whilst the UK overall 

figure reflected a decrease of -4.0%. These findings, together with the modest EU export growth, 

might reflect Brexit-related issues and re-alignments within international trade.  

• EU Imports increased between Q3 2021 and Q4 2021 from the Midlands (£7.9bn to £8.3bn), but 

when compared to Q4 2020 (£9.6bn) there has been a decline.  
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The following tables shows a breakdown of exports and imports by country Group and the 

percentage change between 2020 2021:  

 

For more analysis of recent international trade trends, see our Midlands Engine Observatory’s Brexit 

Impact Monitor (January 2022). 

 

https://www.midlandsengine.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Midlands-Engine-Brexit-Monitor-Final.pdf
https://www.midlandsengine.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Midlands-Engine-Brexit-Monitor-Final.pdf

